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20 Years after the enactment of the Child Rights Act of 2003 in
Nigeria, the legislation has finally achieved nationwide adoption
across all 36 States in the Country, though with varying legal
provisions.
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Nigeria, a federal republic and a dualist State ratified the 1989
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 1990
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child in 1991 and
2001 respectively. Following its international and regional
commitments, in recognition of the human rights of children, it
domesticated these Child Rights protection and achievement
standards through the Child Rights Act 2003.

Through consistent advocacy, in recognition of the cruciality of
every child’s life as well as the need to uphold core standards for the
wellbeing and development of this stage of human life, every State
in the country has ultimately arrived at the decision that children
need to be protected and the best for that stage of life must be
achieved: hence it is not simply left to goodwill but a core duty of
which the nation, State, parents, guardians and other duty bearers
with matters involving children are bound. The Law creates a legal
obligation in order to ensure commitment and clarity in the
achievement of best standards for every child across the country.

Sceptre and Prima

T
Legal Consulting

v




Below is a summary of the detailed tracking by Child Rights
Lawyers at Sceptre and Prima Legal Consulting of the nationwide
adoption of this key legislation. The research notes each State, the
year of Assent by the State Governor, link to the source of
information and the citation of the Law by each individual State
following the adoption. The methodology employed for this
research is Doctrinal involving a review and analysis of existing

reports, articles and legislation.
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